Launch of an Infrastructure for Health Research: BBMRI-ERIC.
Biobanking and BioMolecular resources Research Infrastructure (BBMRI)- European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) is the largest infrastructure launched in Europe in health research. By nature it is a distributed infrastructure, in which biological samples and data are hosted by the European Member States biobanks. As of today, BBMRI-ERIC consists of 19 European Member States and 1 international organization, the International Agency for Research on Cancer. This means that BBMRI-ERIC has a population of >500 million individuals in Europe. BBMRI-ERIC is a truly Pan-European Research Infrastructure for health research. Given that BBMRI-ERIC is set up to become a key source for users in both academic and scientific institutions as well as in the pharmaceutical and life science industries, it contributes directly to the Innovation Union concept. It is pan-European because BBMRI-ERIC already shows an excellent geographic and regional coverage all over Europe involving countries from South, East, West, North, and Central Europe. BBMRI-ERIC is a service-driven infrastructure for the European Member States, driven by science. The BBMRI-ERIC Directory consists of 100 million samples and a roadmap for better-defined quality in European biobanks for improving reproducibility and reliability of the biological sample and data.